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(Brief prayer)

[  time 00:12  ]


Please turn with me to 2 Chronicles 18, verses 18 through 22.  I was reading 2 Chronicles, and when I came to this text, it...shocked me.  So I want to share it with you.


The date is around 860 B.C. .   Jehoshaphat is the King of Judah, the Southern Kingdom, and Ahab is the King of Israel, the Northern Kingdom.  Jehoshaphat is a fairly righteous King – but Ahab is very wicked.  He's married to Jezebel, who was kind of the arch nemesis of the prophet Elijah.


 2 Chronicles, Chapter 18.  As the chapter begins, Jehoshaphat visits Ahab, who tries to convince him to come to battle against the Syrians at Ramoth-gilead, (which means, “Heights of Gilead”).  

[  time  00:55 ]


Jehoshaphat agrees to go to war, but says, “first, inquire for the Word of the LORD.”  So, in 18:5, Ahab gathers together four hundred prophets, and asks them if he and Jehoshaphat should go to battle.  All of the prophets tell Ahab, “Yes, go up, God will give it into your hand.”  But Jehoshaphat is not satisfied.  In verse 6, he says, “Is there not here another prophet of the LORD of whom we may inquire?”  To which Ahab replies, “There is one...his name is Micaiah, but I hate him, because he never prophecies good concerning me!” In spite of this, Jehoshaphat asks for Micaiah to be summoned.


Micaiah is brought before this assembly.  In verse 14, Ahab asks Micaiah whether or not they should go to war at Ramoth-gilead.  Read with me at verse 18:

[  time  01:42 ]


18  And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD:  I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left.  19  And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab the king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?'  And one said one thing, and another said another.  20  Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.'  And the LORD said to him, 'By what means?'  21  And he said, 'I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.'  And he said, 'You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.  22 Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these your prophets.  The LORD has declared disaster concerning you.”

[  time 02:30  ]


 One of the prophets smacks Micaiah in the face, and Ahab orders Micaiah to be imprisoned.  Ahab and Jehoshaphat go to battle at Ramoth-gilead.  God has mercy on Jehoshaphat, sparing his life, but Ahab is killed in battle, fulfilling Micaiah's prophecy.

[  time  02:47  ] 


Now that we know the surrounding context of Micaiah's vision, let's examine it, starting at verse 18.  God is surrounded by “heavenly host”.  This could consist of angels, but could, possibly, be a combination of both angels and demons.  Why do I believe this?  Here are three Biblical supports – we don't have time to turn to them, but feel free to write down the verse references:

[  time 3:11  ]

1.) Job, Chapter 1, where Satan comes before God, and God engages and actually accepts a challenge from him.  In verse 6, it says, “...there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.”  

So, Satan can come before God and interact with Him during an assembly of spiritual beings.

[  time  3:34  ]

2.) Luke, Chapter 8, where Jesus allows a group of demons to be spared from destruction, casting them instead into a herd of pigs.  “31  ...they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss.  32  Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these.  So he,” (Jesus), “gave them permission.”

So, demons can appeal to God for mercy, and God can permit them to survive and continue existing on the earth.

[  time 04:05  ]

3.)  Luke, Chapter 22, verse 31, where Jesus says to Peter, “...Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 

So, Satan can make requests to God concerning his demonic authority over humanity.

[  time 04:27  ]


So, all of that to point out that this may be an assembly of both angels and demons.  Which, to me, makes this text even more fascinating.


Back to 2 Chronicles.  In verse 19, God asks for suggestions, saying, “Who will entice Ahab the king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?'  Different spiritual beings come forward with their ideas.  Go to the middle of verse 19:

[  time 04:53  ]


“...one said one thing, and another said another.”  (Verse 20)  “Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.'  And the LORD said to him, 'By what means?' ” 21

“And he said, 'I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.'  And he,” (God), “said, 'You are to entice him, and you shall succeed;  go out and do so.”

[  time 05:17  ]


Do you see that?  Look again.


“And (God) said, 'You are to entice him, and YOU SHALL SUCCEED;  go out and do so.”


So, from verse 21, we see that God has the ability to command the outcome of a thing before that thing actually happens.

[  time 05:34  ]


I don't know about you, but I find Micaiah's vision to be somewhat shocking.  How does this vision conflict with our 21st century view of the God of the Bible?  Well, for one, it shows us that God does as He pleases.  He doesn't need input or suggestions from these spiritual beings – but He asks for it anyway.  Why does He do that?  

[  time 05:57  ]


And secondly, it shocks me that God can say, authoritatively, “This will happen.”  “You SHALL succeed.”  I mean – what kind of authority is this?  I can't do that!  God isn't constrained by circumstantial possibilities.  When He commands a future event to happen, it happens.  When He tells something to exist, or to live, it does so.

[  time 06:20  ]


Who is this God?  What is this power?  Why does He asks for suggestions from these spiritual beings when He's so much more intelligent than they are?  And how can He command for a thing to happen before the human choices are made that ensure that end result?

[  time  06:39  ]


As we read this text, we should be shocked, awed, and inspired by the Divine Power and separate–ness of this God.

[  time 06:48  ]


I'll close by reading Isaiah 55:8:


“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. “

