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THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE LOVE OF GOD


I'm going to jump around the Bible quite a bit this morning, so I've printed out and given you a list of verses I'll be referencing today.  If you try to look up every verse I mention this morning, you'll probably just end up wasting time, because by the time you get to the verse, I'll be talking about another verse.  So, (for those of you who can read), I would encourage you to stick to the hand-out.  My aim is to go through the Bible, linking these verses together into a chain of logic that will convince you of the following:


Reception of the love of God is the foundation of all true Christian obedience.


Let me put it another way:  Opening yourself up to God, and, (through Jesus), receiving His love and His promises into your heart, is the energy source of true Christian thought, word, and behavior.  The love of God is what enables us to both love God back, and to do good works as a demonstration of the love that we have for Him.


In John 14:15 Jesus told his disciples this:  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” He repeats this concept in verse 23:  “...If anyone loves me, he will keep my word...”  Pretty straight-forward.  If we love God, we will obey His commandments.  Of course, this does not mean that someone who loves Jesus will be without sin.  The same author writes in 1John 1:8 through 10:  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”  As believers, we have to acknowledge that we still sin from time to time.  If we were to claim that we never sin, we would be making God a liar, because HE says that we still sin.


Yes, we still sin sometimes.  But why?  Why do we still sin? What is at the root of our proclivity to continue in sin when we have received such amazing and undeserved blessings from the Father, through Jesus.  Why do we walk away from the God that we (at least claim to) love?


“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”   “...If anyone loves me, he will keep my word...”  Could it be that sin is an absence or lack of love for God, manifesting itself in observable action?  I'll put it another way:  Is sin simply a demonstration of our lack of love for Jesus?  Is behavior the litmus test of whether or not we love the Son?


I'm going to describe a hypothetical scenario to help paint a picture for you:  A mother goes into her son's room, and sees that it needs to be cleaned.  She finds her son in the living room watching television, and says to him, “Billy, your room needs to be cleaned.”  Billy doesn't look up from the TV, he just keeps watching his cartoon, and replies, “Ok.”  Well let's say the next day, the mom walks into Billy's room, and it still hasn't been cleaned – in fact, it's messier than before.  So she goes to Billy and says, “Billy, your room is still messy.”  Billy doesn't look up from the TV, he just keeps watching his cartoon, and says, “Ok – I'll clean it.”  Let's say mom has to work a double-shift at the factory on Saturday, comes home, looks in Billy's room, and, (to her terror), finds that it is messier than ever.  There are slices of pizza face-down on the floor, a spilled quart of milk still dripping off of the nightstand, dirty clothes everywhere.  The room reeks of mildew and body odor.  The mom has tried being nice, but that time is over.  It's justice time.  It's wrath time.  She takes 14 year old Billy, who's playing video games in the living room with his friends, bends him over her knee, and spanks him, right there in front of his girlfriend.  She just spanks him and spanks him until he cries like a little baby.  But how is she supposed to act?  He acted like a baby, so she's treating him like a baby.  Then she grabs him by the hair, pulls him upstairs, and MAKES him clean the room, shooting bee-bee's at him with a pellet gun if he starts slacking or complaining.


Ok, that scenario is a little extreme, and, I wish 14 year old boys received that kind of discipline.  Sadly, many parents let their children get away with murder.  The point however, is that God is the mom, and we are the 14 year old son.  God comes to us with mercy, with grace, and gives us the opportunity to obey Him out of love.  It was love that should have compelled that boy to obey his mother.  If he truly loved her with an agape, self-sacrificial, promise keeping-love, he would have shut off the TV and cleaned his room the moment she asked.  As she has to keep asking, and sees that he actually lets the situation deteriorate and get worse, it's evident that this boy is not loving his mother.  He doesn't care that she works double-shifts at the factory, and he doesn't care that she is paying for his TV, his video games, his pizza, etc.  So we see a lack of love, and also a lack of gratitude.  It's similar in our own lives.  God kindly asks us to do something, even though it's a command.  There's no option, no choice involved – and yet we treat the command as though it's optional.  Take – 'love your enemy', for instance – Jesus tells us to love our enemies, to pray for those who persecute us.  We say, “Ok.”  The next day, He sees that we haven't done so.  That we're still harboring bitterness toward other people, not even trying to get rid of it.  He says again, “Love your enemies.”  We say, “Ok,” without looking up from the TV.  The next day, not only have we not attempted to pray for those who fight against us, but we are seeking vengeance on them – reviling where we've been reviled, insulting where we've been insulting – slandering, gossiping, playing out angry scenarios in our minds.  As a good Father, what options have we given God other than discipline?  What else can He do other than to spank us for our disobedience?  And, in the end, that disobedience shows that we have loved ourselves, and our way, and rejected Jesus, and His way.


Now, if I were to ask if you love Jesus, I imagine most of you would say, “Yes.”  If I were to ask you why you love in Jesus, what would you say?  John tells us in 1John4:19 exactly why we love God:


“We love because He first loved us.”


Love for God and others is the after-effect or result of receiving God's love.  It doesn't say, “He loved us because we love Him,”  but “We love because He first loved us.”  This idea is fleshed out with more detail in verse 10:


“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”


John wants us to know that God's love for us, particularly through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for sins, is the source, the starting point of our love for God and each other.


Going back to our earlier scenario of the factory-working mom and her ungrateful 14-year-old, what would you call what the boy was doing as his mom forced him to clean his room?  Was he obeying his mom?  Would you call that obedience?  Does the Bible have anything to say about doing what God says, but doing it in such a way that you're not really obeying from the heart?  The answer is yes, as we see with the Ephesian church in the book of Revelation:


This is Jesus talking in Revelation 2:1-7:  “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false.  I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.  But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.  If not, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from its place, unless you repent.  Yet this you have:  you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”


This is an interesting passage.  We see God both approving and chastising the Ephesian church in the same paragraph.  He commends their toil, their patient endurance, their faithfulness in preserving true teaching and combating false doctrine.  But, Jesus says, they have abandoned the love they had at first.  And then He says something very curious, “repent, and do the works you did at first.”  So Jesus is saying that there was a time for the Ephesians when their first love was the correct love, and their were specific works that demonstrated that love.  But over time, they lost this first love, and although they still did works that they perceived to be obedience, these works were not, in and of themselves, enough to please Jesus.  He wanted works that proceeded from that first love.


In Romans 14, Paul reveals a connection between love and faith.  As he's chastising some believers for arrogantly belittling brothers in Christ over fear of food offered to idols, he says in Romans 14:15, “...For if your brother is grieved” (because of you), “you are no longer walking in love.”  (paraphrase).  So Paul's saying, “If what you do causes your Christian brother to stumble, and you know that, and do it anyway – you are not walking in love.”  Then Paul says that if your action causes another Christian to sin against their own conscience – that is, to do what they think is sin, even if the Bible doesn't say it is sin – they are still sinning.  To put it another way, if you believe that what you're doing is wrong, it IS wrong, even if the Bible doesn't say that it's wrong.  Which is one reason that proper teaching is so important, so that people know what is and isn't actually right and wrong.  In verse 23, Paul explains that “...whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”  We have a connection between verse 15 and verse 23:  “you are no longer walking in love,” i.e. sinning, which leads to “...whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”  To not walk in Christ-centered love is sin, and to not act out of faith in Jesus is sin.  Love, faith.  Love, faith.  No love – sin.  No faith – sin.  


John Piper does a great job of applying Romans 14:23 to natural disasters.  Consider the earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  God has complete control of nature, as we see with Jesus commanding the storm in Mark 4:39.  The world looks at an earthquake, or a tsunami, and says, “Why would a GOOD God let this happen to good people?”  It seems unloving to them for God to bombard a nation with that kind of devastation.  But in the Old Testament, God brought wrath upon Israel over and over, always with a view toward showing the Jews the error of their ways, and leading them to repentance.  


R.C. Sproul, a very smart preacher and teacher, was once asked, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  To which he basically replied, “The problem with your question is that it assumes that there is such a thing a good person.”  R.C. Is implying that God isn't unjust to bring wrath upon ANY human being, because every human being is, by nature and choice, deserving of ONLY bad things.  By being born in sin, and by choosing to sin, we lose every claim to good things.  Any good thing, be it a sunrise or salvation in Christ, is a merciful gift from a God who has every right to bring punishment.  This also means that God has the right to save and not save whomever He pleases.  It's not unjust for God to put a human being in hell, because every human being deserves to go there!  As Paul says in


In Romans 3:9-18, Paul quotes the Psalm 14 to show that no human being is righteous based his own merits:  

“...we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:       


'None is righteous, no, not one;

 

no one understands;



no one seeks for God.

 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;



no one does good,



not even one.'

· And if you think I'm being harsh, listen to the words of Jesus concerning natural disaster:

· This is Luke 13:1-5:  There were some present at that very time who told (Jesus) about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And (Jesus) answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

· To put it in modern day language, this is how Luke 13 would go:

“News Reporters from CNN and Fox News came up to Jesus and told Him about the earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  And Jesus answered them, “Do you think that these Japanese were worse sinners than the rest of the world?  Do you think they were worse than America, because they suffered in this way?  No, I tell you;  but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  Or those 2500 on whom the World Trade Center fell and killed them:  do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in America?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

The question isn't, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  The question is, “Why do humans, who are all, by nature and choice, bad people, receive ANY good at all?  Why does God give us breath, or food, or the sunrise?  Why would the King of the Universe give blessings to His enemies?”  That's the real question.  When a natural disaster, (or an act of war), happens, we should not be shocked or dismayed – bad things are all the human race deserves.  It's the good things that should shock us.  And, sometimes, disaster actually makes us appreciative of how good we really have it.  It came work as God's means of bringing repentance to those who survive.


When we talk about the love of God, we need help from God to understand what that actually means.  God's love does not mean that He makes everything pleasurable in this life – on the contrary, God promises suffering as our portion on the earth:


Philippians 1:29:  For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake..


Romans 8:16-17:  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 


God's love is not like our love – sometimes suffering is what we need most, and God will do whatever it takes to fulfill His personal desires for us in our lives.  We've got to trust that He knows what is best, especially in the midst of trials.


Let's move back to the concept of love and faith being connected.  How important is love when it comes to the obedience of faith?


1 Corinthians 13:   If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.


Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 


What is so interesting about 1Corinthians 13 is how clear the connection between love and works is. Paul says that you can give up your body to be burned for Jesus – but if you don't have love as the motivating force, that action is going to be worthless.  Similarly, he shows that boasting, envy, arrogance, irritability – all come from an absence of love.  This is compelling when you consider John 14 and 1John 4:19.  Clearly, love is to be the motivating power behind all of our obedience.


But don't take my word for it.  Listen to Moses in Deuteronomy 6:4 and 5, as he proclaims God's greatest of all laws to the Israelites:  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 


Think about this:  God is giving the Jews an inexhaustible list of commandments that are going to be impossible to keep – and yet, the greatest of all these commands – indeed, the rule which summarizes all of the other rules – is to love God will all of your heart, soul, and might.


Jesus references this verse in Matthew 22:34 through 40:  ...one of (the Pharisees), a lawyer, asked (Jesus) a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And (Jesus) said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”


That is amazing.  You see this Bible?  When Jesus speaks of “The Law and the Prophets,” He's talking about most of the Old Testament.  The Old Testament, Jesus says, is dependent on 2 concepts. Love God, Love others.  The summary of the Old Testament, is love.  Now, it doesn't always feel like that when you're reading the Old Testament – but we have been trained by our demonic society to believe that love means letting anybody do whatever they want, however they want, with whomever or whatever they want.  That's not love.  God is loving enough to set boundaries, just like the factory-working mom sets boundaries for her 14 year old boy.  And if a child leaves the safety of those boundaries, and runs into a dangerous situation – there will be repercussions. But God's standards, His rules and His history, are all of love.  


God loves us so much that He didn't leave us to ourselves, or to each other, but made His character and His will clear to us in His Word.  Instead of looking at God and assessing whether He is loving based on our own understanding of love, we need to absorb the Bible, and let it shape our concept of true love.  Was it unloving for God to cause the earthquake in Japan?  Some would say so.  They can only conceive of a God who has to give us what we want in order to be “good”.  But just as with the factory-working mom who chastises her 14 year old son for not cleaning his room, God chastises the human race for rejecting and denying their creator.

We see the beginnings of self-centered humanism back in Genesis 3.


from Genesis 2:9  The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


Genesis 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”


Notice that God does NOT say, “You may not eat of the tree of life.”  He says, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,” except for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This is significant, because we see that Adam and Eve had complete access to the tree of life.  Had they not sinned, they would have been eternally sustained by its fruit.  But here comes that old serpent, the devil, with his deceptions and half-truths:


Genesis 3:1-9  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.' “  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.  And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”


Adam and Eve are cursed, cast out of the garden.  Adam's curse is imputed or transferred to all of his descendants, sort of like a propensity toward a certain disease, a flaw in the DNA.  Let's look a little more closely at the Tree of Life.


from Genesis 2:9  The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


Genesis 3:22-23  Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil.  Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever-” therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.  He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.


At least in Genesis, the tree of life was God's means of human beings' physically living forever.  In being cut off from access to this tree, the process of irreversible decay in the human body began killing Adam and Eve.  Their death was spiritual, in that they were cut off from the presence of God – but was also physical, in that there was now nothing to stop their bodies from breaking down, and eventually ceasing to function.


But the story is not over!

· Genesis 3:14-15  The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,



            cursed are you above all livestock




and above all beasts of the field;




on your belly you shall go




and dust you shall eat




all the days of your life.




I will put emnity between you and the woman




    and between your offspring and her offspring




he shall bruise your head,




    and you shall bruise his heel.”


This is God's first prophetic promise about Jesus Christ.  Jesus, the offspring of Eve, will crush Satan's head by defeating sin and death – but at the same time, Satan will “bruise his heel,” which refers to Jesus' death on the cross.


Now listen to 1John3:8:  Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 


If anyone ever asks you, “Why did Jesus come to earth?” you can tell them, “to destroy the works of the devil!”


Was the garden of Eden the end for the tree of life?  Did God cut it down and burn it, destroying our means of physically living forever? 


Not at all, as we see in John's Revelation:


Revelation 2:7  '...To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 


Revelation 22:1-5  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 


Every true believer will be partaking of the tree of life.  The question is:  Will you be partaking of the tree of life?  Will you eat of the fruit of that tree?  How much do you want to bite into that sweet, delicious, life-giving substance.  How can we have confidence that our portion is in Heaven with God?


Our answer must always come from the Word of God.  What does God's Word say about who will and will not eat from the tree of life?


Revelation 22:19 tells us that anyone who takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy will not eat of the tree.  That may be referring to the book of Revelation, but may also be referring to the Bible as a whole.  The point is, we have to preach and teach the whole counsel of God. If Steve, or I, or anyone holds back from giving you the whole gospel of Jesus Christ, we have much to fear.  Prosperity preachers, men who drive around in Jaguars and prey on the poor, seeker-friendly pastors who never talk about judgment or wrath, have much to fear.  And you, personally, have a responsibility to stand underneath the truth of this book.  Only those who are faithful to this Word will partake of the fruit of the tree of life.  So it's critical that you KNOW what's in this book so that you CAN be accurate.


Revelation 22:14   Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 


Some manuscripts say, “Blessed are those that DO HIS COMMANDMENTS” instead of “wash their robes,” but either way, the idea is sanctification, Holiness before God.  If you want to be in the New Jerusalem, that Holy city, partaking of the fruit of the tree of life that yields twelve fruit and sustains your life forever – you must keep His commandments.  “Blessed are those that DO HIS COMMANDMENTS.”


At Cornerstone, we often talk about how a believer is not saved by works, but that works are the outward evidence of true faith in Jesus.  This is exactly right.  Those who do the commandments of God are the ones who have truly been bought and forgiven by Jesus.


In Romans 3:23 through 26, Paul tells us that Christians have all “sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 


In Jesus' atoning death for sins, God upheld his JUSTICE, and justified those who have faith in Jesus. 


Verse 27 continues:   Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.


If we truly believe in Jesus Christ as our substitute, our replacement for sins, and our Lord and King – we will spend eternity with Him.  But Satan, the enemy of our souls, AND our own sin nature like to take that truth, and, in times of temptation, tell us lies, like, “It's OK to do this one little sin – you're forgiven, right?  You are under grace, God will forgive you.”  So what does Paul have to say about that?  If we are under grace instead of works, is it permissible to sin?


Paul writes in Romans 6:1-4, “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.


In other words, IT'S NOT OK TO SIN.


Again, in Romans 6:15 and 16, Paul writes, “What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?”


Now, listen closely to these next to verses, because it will connect us to the love of God in John 14.  Paul writes, “But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.”


Obedient from the heart.  “You who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart...”  We see that when the grace of God is active in the Christian life, it expresses itself in outward obedience that comes from the heart.  Not an empty show, or a facade of goodness – but an obedience that comes from within.  This is the obedience that reveals whether or not we are truly in the faith.


The goal is obedience from the heart, but I don't want to leave you there.  Right now, some of you may be feeling a very heavy weight on your shoulders.  Maybe you feel like you're head is going to explode from all of this information!  Maybe you're thinking, “I want to obey, but there are just so many commands, and I'm weak – I just don't have what it takes.”  But take heart!  Do not despair!  I'm going to let you in on the secret of obedience!  


Think back to John, what did Jesus have to say about obedience?


John 14:15  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”


from John 14:23  “...If anyone loves me, he will keep my word...”


So, if you love Jesus, you WILL keep His commandments.  But you might say, “Well I think I love Him, but I keep breaking His commandments!  Does that mean that I don't love Him?  But before you go there in your mind, remember 1John4:19.


1John 4:19  “We love because He first loved us.”


Your job as a Christian is not mainly to obey the commands of Scripture, just as Adam and Eve's job was not MAINLY to not eat of the tree of knowledge.  Adam and Eve's job was to enjoy God, and to appreciate His gifts.  To receive His love, and to love Him in return.  It's no different for you and me.  We are to open ourselves up, to come to God with open hands, and accept the love that He has for us as His children.  When we do this, when we simply let go of our anxieties, and let God fill our hearts with His tender affections, we cannot help but loving Him back.  And, when you are full of love and appreciation for God, sin loses it's luster.  Suddenly, sin is no longer appetizing, because it jeopardizes that relationship, that enjoyment.  The Christian life is not mainly about self-denial for the sake of self-denial.  It is about a loving Father, who loves us SO MUCH that we are happy to do whatever He tells us.


These sheets that I handed out to you are full of statements about who you are because of what Jesus did on that cross.  Jesus was nailed to a crucifix, publicly publicly humiliated, bleeding and suffocating to death as sinners mocked Him.  If you are a believer, all of your sin, past, present and future was transferred or imputed onto Jesus, and all of His righteousness, His goodness, was imputed or transferred onto you.  Just as God poured out the fullness of His wrath upon Jesus for your sin, God now pours out the fullness of His love onto you for Jesus' Righteousness.  This transference is called “The Great Exchange,” and it's very real.  


“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.“  2 Corinthians 5:21


God does not look upon you with judgment anymore – if you are indeed a true believer in Jesus.  After this great exchange, Jesus rose from the dad, showing Himself to over 500 witnesses over 40 days.  He rose into Heaven, and now sits at the right hand of the Father, having all authority and the Name that is above every name.  If you aren't sure if you are saved, or if you want to make a public confession of faith in Jesus for the first time, don't hesitate to talk to one of the leaders here after the service.  We want to see all of your faces shining in the New Jerusalem.  We want to see you with young, healthy bodies, eating from the tree of life – but if you don't trust in Jesus for salvation and power over sin, the Bible says you will not receive eternal life, but eternal damnation.


Jesus said:  “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”   (Matthew 7:13-14)


Reception of the love of God is the foundation of all true Christian obedience.


I encourage you to meditate on this hand-out (of identity-in-Christ statements) over the next week, and wrestle with the Lord. If you find that you can't believe these statements, don't be discouraged – I have the same problem when I read them.  Some of these promises seem so impossible.  But remember, this is the Word of God - this is what the Bible says about each and every true believer.  Pray that God would enable you to believe what is on this list. Tell these statements to your soul.


Some of you have difficulty seeing and reading – if that's you, I would encourage you to take one of these sheets, and maybe one of the staff members, or a family member, maybe a friend could read these out loud to you this week.  I just want to make sure that everyone in this room has a chance to receive these statements into their souls.  For those of you who can read, and know someone here to who can't that might be a great ministry this week – reading these statements out loud to someone who can't read them for themselves.  I would encourage you to do that, I know the Lord would be pleased.

