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Do you remember the Royal Wedding in England.  You know – Prince William and Kate?  It was a big story in the news a few months ago.  

Do you know how much it cost? 

Upwards of $70,000,000 !!!  They say it was $32,000,000 just to pay for the police officers!

Now, let's just say that YOU were invited to the Royal Wedding.  What if, a year ago, you received a personal invitation from the Queen of England to stay in the Royal Palace for two weeks, and partake in all of the festivities?  The Royal family would pay for 1st class airfare, the best food, all of your accommodations.  

Would you do it?  Would that be worth clearing your schedule for those few weeks?

Now, let's just say that you RSVP'd for the wedding, and the Queen of England sent a personal escort to make sure you got to England safely.  This escort flies from England to America in a private Cesna jet, comes to your room, and says, “The Wedding is tomorrow.  We need to leave immediately if we're going to get there on time.”

And you reply, “I can't go – I'm detail cleaning my bathroom.  Sorry.”

The Royal escort pauses for a moment, dumbfounded.

“Excuse me – the ROYAL WEDDING is tomorrow!  You have been PERSONALLY invited!  I can get you there in 7 hours with the Cesna jet, but we have to go NOW.”

To which you reply, “I know, I know...And send my regards...but I need to clean the soap scum off of my shower tiles.  Just go ahead without me.”

Doesn't that seem like a foolish decision?  Choosing to tend to your mundane, everyday business when a Royal Invitation is at your fingertips?!

1  And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy.

1 “And again...”

Whatever is happening here has already happened before.  It is happening again.  What is happening?

“This parable is the third in Jesus' trilogy of judgment parables” (MacArthur, MATTHEW)

“...Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying...”

What is happening is that Jesus is speaking to a specific audience through parables.

1) Who is the audience?

Pharisees;  Jews

2) Why is he telling this audience parables?

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 

3) What was said in the previous parables, and

· The parable of the two sons

· The parable of the tenants/vineyard

2  “The kingdom of heaven...”

Imagine a jewel encased in the center of a glass sphere.  Let's say that that jewel is the kingdom of heaven.  Now, from the outside, you can see the kingdom, observe it.  But let's just say that this glass sphere is covered, fogged, coated in such a way that you can't see what's inside.  Now imagine that in certain spots, the covering is wiped away so that you can catch a tiny glimpse at what's inside.  

This is what Jesus is doing when he says, “The kingdom of heaven is like...”  

31 times in the Book of Matthew, Jesus talks about “The kingdom of heaven.”  Each time He uses that term, He's clearing away some of the fog and giving us insight into what this mysterious kingdom is.  You could liken it to pieces of a puzzle.  With each mention of this kingdom, Jesus places another piece onto the board.  By the end of the book of Matthew, we have a very clear picture of what God is doing in this world.

“...may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 

“In the ancient Near East, a wedding feast was inseparable from the wedding itself, which involved a week-long series of meals and festivities and was the highlight of all social life.  For a royal wedding such as the one Jesus mentions here, the celebration often lasted for several weeks.  Guests were invited to stay at the house of the groom's parents for the entire occasion, and the father would make as elaborate provisions as he could afford.  A royal wedding, of course, would be held in the palace, and a king would be able to afford whatever he desired.”  (MacArthur, MATTHEW)

and 3 sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come.”

The king clearly represents God the Father.  His son clearly represents Jesus, the Son of God.  His servants seem to be the true prophets and men of God throughout Jewish history, (pre-Christ.)  The servants, (John the Baptist, Jesus, the apostles,) put forth the call to the Jews, but the Jews would not come, (this is my interpretation of the parable, thus far.)

We know that the servants spoken of here are John the Baptist, Jesus and the apostles because of the wording:  “...everything is ready...” The expectant time had arrived.  For the Jews, the Messiah's appearance was that expectant time.  Here they had that Messiah right in front of their faces – but they would not come.

“4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’”

The king has already been rejected by the invited guest's unwillingness to come.  Now, for him to kindly request AGAIN that they come to the party, is humiliating, because whereas He should be thanked for sacrificing his finances and goods to put on such a feast, he's getting the cold shoulder.  The king has made himself vulnerable now, and given these servants the power to either honor him and show their love, or to completely slap Him in the face.  What will they choose?

4  Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’

Have you ever thrown a party where you didn't get as many people to attend as you were expecting?  This has happened to me quite a few times over the years.

Now, understand, I LOVE throwing parties.  I think that's one thing God and I have in common.  I really go all out – I'll buy special light bulbs, and replace every light in the house.  Sometimes I'll set up a nacho bar, and just have all this cheese and tortilla chips, black olives, salsa, green peppers, tomatoes, onions...you name it.  Sour cream.  Chili.  So delicious.  I'll get the music bumping, rearrange the furniture.  

Actually, (and my roommates can attest to this,) during a party I'll set up different rooms that serve different functions.  For instance, if there are three rooms, I'll have the living room be for food and dancing or just socializing, then I'll have on room with a movie playing, sort of the anti-social/awkard room for people who just want to get away from the crowd – and then I'll have the last room be the “discussion lounge,” where you just have five or six chairs facing eachother in a circle, so people can hold a conversation without having to shout over the loud music in the living room.

Yes, indeed.  I love throwing parties.  And sometimes, a lot of people show up to the party.  There's nothing better than going through all of that planning and seeing the fruits of your labor rewarded.  We may have spent $20 on soda, but at the end of the night, there's only one bottle left.  I'm glad I bought that soda!  We may have spent $30 on the nacho bar, but most of it got eaten, and we can save the leftovers.  And whether or not a lot of people show up, I still have to clean up – put the furniture back, throw away trash, replace the light bulbs.  If I'm going to go through all of that work to clean up, I'd rather there be enough people to validate my efforts.  I don't want to make sacrifices in vain.  I don't want my investment to be wasted.

But sometimes, no matter how hard you try to draw a crowd, only a few people show up.  And that is a horrible feeling.  There's nothing worse than being an hour in to a party, wringing your hands, pacing, looking out the window to see if anyone is walking up to the door.  Not only do you have to deal with the frustration of your money and efforts having gone to waste, but with the public humiliation of having been rejected.  Clearly, those invited thought that something was more important tonight.  And the reality is, when an event is important to a person, they will make time for it.  You don't have to twist someone's arm in order to get them to come to their child's high school graduation, or to see that new movie with cutting edge special effects.  When someone sees an event as having special significance to them, they will find a way to clear their schedule.

I wonder how the king must have felt, having been denied and rejected after preparing such a magnificent feast.  All of that money, all of that work – only to be publicly humiliated by people who are no kings at all.  And the fact that this was his son's wedding feast makes it all the worse.  This was not a 4th of July celebration, or a Memorial day BBQ – it was the marriage supper of his beloved son.  This was a sacred event, a unique, one-of-a-kind occasion.  And they responded to his invitation in a deplorable way.  

5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business...

One invitee goes to his farm, the other to his business.  

In a Hebrew context, wedding guests would have been invited to the celebration FAR in advance.  Then, after RSVPing, they would receive another invitation the day of – more of an announcement – proclaiming that the food was ready, everything was set, it was time to show up.  So for these invitees to make excuses NOW is actually ridiculous.

5  But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 

The story takes a drastic and frightening turn.  The messengers sent from the king are humiliated and killed by the remaining invitees.  Why would the invitee's do such a thing?  These messengers are representatives of the father of the bridegroom, whom they claim to be in relationship with.  For them to do this is nothing short than an act of insurrection – rejection of the king and his kingdom.  By killing the servants, they are signing their own death sentence.

John the Baptist was beheaded.  Jesus was crucified.  Most of the apostles and significant leaders in the early church suffered horrendous, horrible deaths – some by the hands of the Jews.  God sent his servants to proclaim good news, news of a Royal Feast without price – but God's servants were shamefully treated, even killed.  What is the proper response?

7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

In the ancient world, burning a city was a radical and horrendous punishment.  A king would do such a thing within his own kingdom if that city was in open rebellion against the crown.  Burning a city would set an example for the other subjects – don't cross the crown.  Do not resist the throne.

8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy.

These business owners, farmers – men of reputation and ability -  have humiliated the king.  Now their city is being burned to the ground, thrown down stone by stone. 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

Matthew 24:1-2

Think about these men who use their business and their farm as an excuse not to come to the feast.  They're claiming to be satisfied with the digging of ditches and counting of quarters.  Satisfied with lives of frustrated plans and calloused hands, paperwork and litigation.  The king, who owns the farmland, and controls the very money they handle, is beckoning them to come and rest in His presence – yet they refuse.  Any loss that they might have suffered, the King may have gladly restored to them, if only they would ask.  All things are in this King's hands – the whole territory is his.  To insult this King is irrational.  And that's the point of the parable.  Jesus wants to emphasize the preposterous idea of turning down such an amazing invitation – and more specifically, such an amazing relationship.

Oh, to be friends with the King.  What a glorious relationship that would be!

But to insult the King – to malign and beat His servants?  What kind of response would that provoke?

Mat 22:7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.  - only a few decades after Jesus told this parable to the Pharisees.

Jesus warned the Jews.  He told them, time and time again, that destruction was coming.  He essentially said to them, “This train is leaving.  I am the Messiah – YOUR Savior – accept it, or perish.  Once this train leaves the station, the station is going to explode!”  

Jesus died around the year A.D. 33.  The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., (only 47 years later,) was nothing short of horrifying.  Roman General Titus massacred 1,100,000 Jews, throwing their bodies over the city's wall.  Some of the very Jews who heard this parable would see it's fulfillment at the tip of a Roman sword.

What I'm about to read you is directly from Josephus, a Jewish historian and eyewitness to these events:

“One of the soldiers, neither awaiting orders nor filled with horror of so dread an undertaking, but moved by some supernatural impulse, snatched a brand from the blazing timber and, hoisted up by one of his fellow soldiers, flung the fiery missile through a golden window...When the flame arose, a scream, as poignant as the tragedy, went up from the Jews...

While the sanctuary was burning, ...neither pity for age nor respect for rank was shown;  on the contrary, children and old people, laity and priests alike were massacred...The emperor ordered the entire city and sanctuary to be razed to the ground...”

The servants give the call:  “The preparations are ready!  The feast is about to begin!  Come, and Honor the King!  Come, and Honor the Son!”  But those who were invited reject this invitation, using their business and their farm as an excuse.  Furthermore, some of them humiliate and kill the King's messengers.  And it begs the question:  Why?  Why would do such a foolish and irrational thing?

There is only one answer I can think of:  The business owner, the farmer – they don't want to honor the King.  They don't want to honor the Prince.  In fact, I dare say that they don't want a King at all!

MacArthur:  “Contempt for the king's slaves demonstrated contempt for the king himself, and in mistreating and killing his slaves they committed a flagrant act of rebellion.”

Do you see?  Those who were invited had hearts of rebellion.  Hearts that rejected the rule of another, and embraced the idea that they could be their own Kings, their own Gods.  Just as Adam and Eve were deceived by the lie, “You shall be like God,” these invitees were deceived by the lie that their personal domain was comparable to that of the king.  That their honor, (or perhaps, their sons',) was of more value than that of their ruler.  And these Pharisees, to whom the King's Son is speaking, not only reject His Word, but in doing so reject the very God they claim to serve.

Have you responded to the King's call?  

Have you heard the good news of a feast without price?  

This call to the marriage supper of the Son?  

Have you heard the call, but refused to come?  Is your kingdom of more value than that of the true king?  What is the business, (or the farm) of your life?  What excuses are you clinging to that keep you from enjoying the marriage supper of the Son?

Do you wish to be your own King?  Do you wish to be like God?

And do you think that coming to the King will be more of a burden than toiling in your field?  Do you actually think that agonizing over your own problems is to be compared with the rest and peace that Jesus supplies?  

We are not called to a funeral, with heads hung low and tears of misery abounding.  We are called to a celebration!  And all that is required, is the willingness to abandon the cares of this world, and to enjoy the presence of an Infinite and Glorious Provider!

A Royal messenger stands before you now, offering entry into the most magnificent celebration of all time.  All that's required of you is that you lay down your burdens, and come.  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Matthew 11:28-30

The King is requesting is that you say, “Yes!”  - that you come to the kingdom, and sup with the king, celebrating the Honor of the Son.

Will you come?  

Or do you believe that your kingdom...your family...your retirement fund...  is of more importance than the Kingdom of Jesus?

Will you attend the Royal Wedding?  

Or will you burn with the wicked city?  With the men and women who lie to themselves, pretending that they are Kings and Gods? 

Entry into the presence and security of Jesus is both free, and available to you today.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was tortured and killed so that those who put their faith in Him would have all of their sins forgiven – past, present, and future. 

If you put your faith in Jesus today for salvation, you will not suffer the same end as these Pharisees.  But if you harden your heart and reject Jesus for salvation, you have no security before the Father, and His wrath burns against you still.

Jesus rose from the dead after three days, showing the universe that God, and God alone, has the power to defeat death.  It is in that death and that resurrection that we stand.  

Today, if you cast yourself upon Christ – if you throw yourself upon His neck, placing your complete trust in Him alone for salvation from the wrath of God – 

AND if you repent, which is to choose to turn away from your sins ...

· you will be saved.

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 3:2

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17

Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not repent. 

Matthew 11:20

It says in Acts 16:31

...“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved...”

________________________________

“...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Romans 10:9

